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Purpose

The purpose of this compelling study was to determing the outcome of using 3 chnic-based Ikeracy program on expressive and receptive language development of chidren 2 to 5.9
years oid of Lating and African-Amencan extraction, Researchers of this study are concemed about oral language development delay of iImpoverished preschoot children, They are
equaly concerned about getting the point across to parents to be proactive in the engagement of parent-chid reading activities. Using the Reach Out and Read Steracy support
pragram, researchers conclude that these efforts are sure to enhance oral lar devel t, fluent reading abiity, and future school performance.

Methods

Using a convensenca sample, researchors studied 122 dients from two urban padiatric direcs for well-chidd care. Of the 122, two groups were formulated induding an mtervention
group of 49 partaipants that was studied for 3 years, and a comparison group of 73 partiopants that was studied for 3 months, Characteristics of both groups were simidar in sogo-
economic and s000-demographic status, Both groups Induded African-Amencans or Latinos, with no known impaiments (visual or heanng), and no known chronic ds2ases,

In cases where two sibings wera the same age, researchers intluded the older chdd in the study. Parents were asked to partiopate in the study by allowing researchers to assess
parent-chid actities in the privacy of their homes, A small pescantage of parents dadined the offer ether because of ime constraints or foe some other pertinent factor, Those who
A4 parbapate howevar prowded researchers with a consant signature. Information about researchars’ speofic interast in iteracy was purposefully withheld from dients and no
Incentives were grven far their partiopation,

Reach Out and Read (ROR) intervantion literacy program was the tool used by researchers to integrate promotion of parent.chid reading activities into the pediatrc care of children.
The taracy program is mitiated dunng doctor wisits. The program involves ieracy davel ling, and distribution of aga appropriate chikiren's boaks.

Rasults

Of the 138 families registered, 122 with complete data were used in the investigation, The intervention group of 49 famdies and the 1 group of 73 families had no

statsstically mgnificant diferences. The Charactenstics of Intervention table, the Comparison Famibes table, and the Outcome Measures table were extremely dear, conaise, and on
point with the presentation of gualtative and quantitative data. Yet there has been only one published study on the effects of this sort of program, researchers note that the ROR
ntarvention tool has been successfully impl nted in many pedatric dinics across the country as it is evidence that ROR has a benefical effect.

Contributions

Parker, Greer, & Zuckerman (1995) sugpests that chidren from mpeovised famiies are more likely to experience language delay. This could lead to reading defidency and |ater affect
their performances at school. Athough researchers m thes study have found documentation on the effects of ROR 25 it relates to the home literacy environment, there is little or no
documentation on the outcoms of language developmant. In arder to condude whether or not this program benefit older chddren we need 3 long term investigation to acquire more
data,

Needleman, Fred, & Morley (1391) conduded that chddren who were given books were more nterasted in readng than chiddren who did not recesve books.

Golova, Mario, Vivier, Rodriguez, & High (199%) conduded with the same results. They used a random, controfled trial study to thew exp e, C quentty, the
authors of tha research artidle confirm that the ROR reading program really works, Reflabdity of the outcome of this research was o the hands of six supervise research assistants
who were trained for a 2-weck period of ime.

Recommendations

This study may explan, to some degree, why many school age chidren are not raading as well as thay should. Reading defioancy g chidren may ba ralated to 3 mynad of
causes. This study shows that cultural dispasity, s000-economic, and soco-demographic status has a high stake in the autcoms of language developmant in prescheol chidren and
n later school performance years. 1 conduda that in addtion to the ROR program, 3 wed planned reading curnculum would enhance to an even greater extent. Five of the most
impoetant slements of [2aming to read fuently include receplive and expressive language development, motivation, decoding, comprehension, and reflecive and expressive witing,
These alements should be camed out in 2l litéracy programs. 1t's understandable, however that the focus of thes study was on language development because of age,

To contirmse a study of thes magrtude means Lo promote Steracy in ways unenagnable, Not to mention the profound effect it would have on how parents and children view iteracy
s children are moved a step further into becomng independent readers,
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